THE BISHOPRIC OF LUQON
poetic imagination which, in a romantic light, appears as
one of the ornaments, even one of the tokens, of faith.
His elder brother, who had renounced the bishopric for a
monastic life, was doubtless nearer to Christ. But Richelieu
was Catholic, and spontaneously such. Catholicism is a
social conception, an ideal of human governance, based
on religious principles. Amid those principles the young
bishop had been reared, and their nature he had explored
in the course of deep theological studies. That his religion
was sincere and solid, we do not question; that it was a
profound and necessary element in his inner life, we can
declare no less categorically. As soldier or courtier, he
would have practised the faith, by habit or by training,
perhaps by natural inclination, but he would not have
been what is termed devout. Religion was by him con-
ceived in terms of the Catholic structure and hierarchies,
as a wonderfully organised power alongside the monarchy,
rendering to the latter in spiritual power what it received
therefrom in temporal power, and dominating the mon-
archy by submission thereto. If he assailed Protestantism,
and from the first days of his episcopate engaged on war
against it, his reasons, were political as well as religious.
Doubtless he also felt the natural desire of every man,
especially of men of combative temper and solid faith, to
fight for the triumph of their convictions: a desire which
he would feel all the more because, here in his own diocese,
his convictions were threatened. Set here on the territorial
frontier of Protestantism, beleagured by it on all sides, see-
ing it leaking into and spreading through his demesnes, he
found himself at once thrown into an atmosphere of battle.
It was this concern with efficacious proselytising which
led him to undertake radical changes in the methods of
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